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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

The West German governmient was {ully avare of the activities of the Namsaun
circle of Razis recently arrestigd by the British, but_had taken no action
because 1t regarded their activities as being far from cofrdinated and coulﬂ.

- find no legal basis far 1mediate action.' The British were so informed two_ 7

weeks before the arrests were made. _ _
German govérnment circles do not canq:fehemd the wotlve for the British actiom.
Speculatian hag broug!rt fcrmd the following h;y;poﬂxmes'. |
a. That Bir Ivohe Kirkpatrick acted from personal sl a3 to bolater ks '
future position. - -
b. That the British wished to counteract an alleged Americen deciston to .. %y

releese moat of the Nazi war criminels, both the important ones and the .

og¥scure ones.,

c. That the Britlshwanted %o gresp the initlative following the alleged lack
of success of the talks between Oh'.rr.'chill and ﬁﬁéﬂhmfer

‘4. ‘Tt the British hoped to forestall any Americin plan to sponsor & German
national army in case the defense treaties sholld fail of ratificetion.
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.Kirkt;tatrick's actiOn is vta.ken by the Germens as a discredit to the German
security services. The news became known in Bomn dm'ing a meeting of all
~the state ministers of the interior, who then demnded and receive& ﬁ'tm
Dr. Otto J'ohn a statement concem;ng the coverage of neo-Nazl activities by
the Office for the Protection of the Constitution, of which b= 18 ‘the head.
Dr. Robert Lehr, the Federal Minister of the Interior, snd other lupurtent |
crfficiais in Boon aré”u:rging Chancellor Konred Adenauer to write a letter to
Kirkpatrick asking for an explanation.

Chancellor Ademauer, Mr. Reber, and Higl Comnlssioner Frangois-Poncet were

informed of the errests simultaneously by three different British offiéers.
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